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Executive Summary 

The Cleve Wind Farm (CWF) ecological assessment was undertaken to assess potential impacts on flora and 

fauna values within the approximately 23,840 ha CWF Project area. The assessment primarily focused on turbine 

sites, cable routes, and access tracks. The assessment consisted of an initial desktop study followed by two field 

surveys targeting national and state threatened species and communities, along with other ecologically 

significant matters within the wider area. 

Results of the desktop assessment indicated that the Project area consisted predominantly of agricultural land 

use with approximately 30% remnant vegetation found mainly in protected reserves, heritage agreements, and 

along road reserves and riparian corridors. Although there were numerous records for conservation significant 

flora and fauna within the Project area, these records were predominantly linked to protect ed reserves.   

The NVC Bushland Assessment Methods were used to survey all areas of native vegetation interacting with the 

project footprint. Eight broad vegetation associations were recorded within the Project area including one 

Threatened Ecological Community (TEC). Eyre Peninsula Blue Gum (Eucalyptus petiolaris) Woodland Ecological 

communities are listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act. Additionally, three species of flora  of state 

conservation significance were identified within the Project area, Daviesia pectinata (Zig-zag Bitter-pea, NPW: R), 

Eucalyptus cretata (Darke Peak Mallee, NPW: R) and Sarcozona bicarinata (Ridged Noon-flower, NPW: V). The 

locations of these threatened species and communities have been mapped and clearance should be avoided 

where possible.  

Each Wind Turbine Generator (WTG) position, along with its associated stringline and road access, were surveyed 

for potential impacts to native vegetation. While some WTGs and stringlines were situated in cleared paddocks, 

posing no risk to native vegetation, others were positioned near or within larger patches of vegetation, some of 

which held significant ecological value. Marginal adjustments to the positioning of many WTGs could be made 

to minimise the impact on vegetation. However, some WTGs may need to be relocated to prevent clearance of 

areas with high ecological value. Recommendations for each turbine site have been included in the report.  

Avian surveys were conducted to establish a baseline of bird species present within the Project area, with 

targeted efforts focused on threatened avian species likely to inhabit the wider  Project area, including the 

Diamond Firetail (Stagonopleura guttata, EPBC: VU, NPW: V) and Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata, EPBC: VU, NPW: V). 

All areas of suitable habitat were targeted with a particular emphasis on water sources for the Diamond Firetail 

and ground-truthing past records for Malleefowl. Additionally, large trees that could potentially serve as nest 

sites for Wedge-tailed Eagles (Aquila audax) were assessed throughout the entire Project area. Diamond Firetail 
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Glossary 

Abbreviation  Description  

AHD Australian Height Datum 

BAM Bushland Assessment Method 

BDBSA Biological Databases of South Australia 

BoM Bureau of Meteorology  

CP Conservation Park 

CWF Cleve Wind Farm 

DEW Department for Environment and Water 

EAAF East Asia-Australasian Flyway 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

EP Eyre Peninsula 

EPBGW Eyre Peninsula Blue Gum (Eucalyptus petiolaris) Woodland 

GPS Global Positioning System 

IBRA Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia 

km Kilometres 

LSA Act Landscape South Australia Act 2019 

MNES Matters of National Environmental Significance 

NPW Act National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 

NV Act Native Vegetation Act 1991 

NVC Native Vegetation Council 

NV Regs Native Vegetation Regulations 2017 

NVIS Native Vegetation Information System 

PDI Act Planning Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 

PMST Protected Matters Search Tool 

Project area Cleve Wind Farm project boundary  

SA South Australia 

Study area Cleve Wind Farm project boundary  plus additional 5km buffer  

TEC Threatened Ecological Community 

UBS Unit Biodiversity Score 

WONs Weed of National Significance 

WTG Wing Turbine Generator 
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Figure 1. Location of the CWF on the Eyre Peninsula. 
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Figure 2. Location of the CWF north of the Cleve township 
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Figure 3. Refined layout of CWF Project area including access roads, turbine locations and transmission cable routes. 
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2.2 IBRA 

The Interim Biogeographical Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA) identifies geographically distinct bioregions 

based on common climate, geology, landform, native vegetation and species information. The bioregions are 

further refined into subregions and envi ronmental associations (DoEE 2012). The CWF Project area is located 

within the Eyre York Block Bioregion and the Eyre Hills Subregion and is extends across two Environmental 

Associations, the Cleve Environmental Association and the Mount Desperate Environmental Association (Figure 

4). Native vegetation remnancy figures for IBRA subregions and associations are useful for setting regional 

landscape targets and therefore relevant to the project with respect to available vegetation and habitat extent .  

2.2.1 Cleve Environmental Association Description  

The Cleve Environmental Association is characterised by gently sloping sandy plains and foot slopes with some 

dunes and low cliffs along the coastline. Soils are typically red calcareous earths, hard pedal red duplex soils, 

brownish sands and whitish calcareous sands. The association has 17% native vegetation cover, of which 17% is 

formally protected in reserves and heritage agreements (DoEE 2012). Vegetation consists of open scrub of 

Eucalyptus socialis (Beaked Red Mallee) and Eucalyptus gracilis (Yorrell), sometimes with Eucalyptus incrassata 

(Ridge-fruited Mallee) and Melaleuca uncinata (Broombush), open heath of Olearia axillaris (Coast Daisy-bush), 

Leucopogon parviflorus (Coast Beard-heath) and Acacia longifolia (Coastal Wattle). 

2.2.2 Mt. Desperate Environmental Association Description  

The Mt Desperate Environmental Association is characterised by hills on metasediments with short foot slopes 

and fans. Soils are typically dense brown loams, hard pedal red duplex soils and hard pedal mottled-yellow 

duplex soils. The association has 38% native vegetation cover of which 16% is formally protected in reserves and 

heritage agreements. The vegetation consists of open scrub of Eucalyptus socialis (Beaked Red Mallee), 

Eucalyptus gracilis (Yorrell), Eucalyptus incrassata (Ridge-fruited Mallee) and Melaleuca uncinata (Broombush) 

and low woodland of Allocasuarina verticillata (Drooping Sheoak). 
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Figure 4. IBRA associations relevant to CWF Project. 







http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/nes-guidelines.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/pubs/nes-guidelines.pdf
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The October survey focused on areas of higher value vegetation as previously identified in the March survey for 

threatened species that may not have been visible during the previous survey. Targeted surveys focusing on 

larger, more intact areas of woodland for species such as orchids were conducted, as well as surveys of 

vegetation that may be impacted due to revised cable routes , not assessed in the previous survey. See Section 

Error! Reference source not found.  for results of the October survey. 

4.3.2 Avian Survey 

Avian surveys were conducted during the March survey to establish a baseline of species richness within the 

Project area with targeted efforts on threatened species. The desktop assessment was used to identify any 

threatened species likely to utilise habitat within the Project area and thereby require targeted survey efforts. 

Historical records from the BDBSA database search were ground-truthed for species such as Malleefowl (Leipoa 

ocellata) and their nesting mounds by walking a grid around the previous record for a nest mound, and a ramble 

walk in the general area to compensate for potentially inaccurate historical GPS coordinates.  

Key areas such as water sources were specifically targeted for species known to frequent them for example 

Diamond Firetails (Stagonopleura guttata) and large trees possibly suitable for Wedge-tailed Eagle (Aquila 

audax) nest sites were examined throughout the entire Project area. Though not threatened this  species was 

specifically targeted due to the heightened strike risk associated with large birds of prey in wind farm 

environments.  

Bird point counts across a variety of habitats within the Project area were conducted for 20 minutes per site. 

Sites were chosen by using a combination of factors; how intact or undisturbed the native vegetation was, the 

size of the vegetation patch, the likelihood of providing habitat for threatened species, proximity to proposed 

turbine locations and historical records.  

Upon arrival at a site, the observer would remain in the vehicle with the engine off for 10 minutes to allow any 

disturbance from arrival to subside. The sites were then traversed by foot for 20 minutes using a ramble method 

(observers chose a random route through the site) and where possible covering an area of one hectare per site. 

Bird species were identified by calls or a direct sighting.  

Opportunistic sightings within roadside vegetation were also recorded while traveling between sites. 

During the October survey opportunistic avian sightings were recorded while traveling between sites and during 

vegetation surveys. See Section 6.3 for results of the Avian Survey. 
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4.4 Assessment of the Likelihood of Occurrence 

The likelihood of each threatened flora and fauna species occurring within the CWF Study area was assessed. A 

likelihood of occurrence rating (Highly Likely / Known, Likely, Possible and Unlikely) was assigned to each 

threatened species identified in the desktop PMST and BDBSA search. Field survey observations were used to 

inform on the presence of species or suitable habitat for species within the Project area and these observations 

were used to updated desktop results post-survey (Table 2). 

Table 2. Criteria for the likelihood of occurrence of conservation significant flora and fauna within the Project area based on 
BDBSA records and the field survey(s)1. 

Likelihood  Criteria  

Highly Likely/Known 
Recorded in the Study area within the previous  10 years. The species does not have highly 
specific niche requirements. The habitat within the Project area is largely intact and falls 
within the known species distribution or  the species was recorded as part of field surveys. 

Likely 
Recorded in the Study area within the previous 20 years. The area falls within the known 
distribution of the species and the Project area provides species habitat which is largely 
intact. 

Possible 

Recorded in the Study area within the  previous 20 years. The Project area falls inside the 
known distribution of the species, but the Project area does not provide species habitat 
which is largely intact.  
Recorded in the Study area within 20-40 years. Survey effort is considered adequate. 
Habitat within the Project area is present and intact, and species of similar habitat needs 
have been recorded in the Project area. 

Unlikely 

Recorded in the Study area within 20-40 years. However, suitable habitat does not occur, 
and species of similar habitat requirements have not been recorded in the Project area. 
No records within the Study area within the previous 40 years despite suitable habitat 
being known to occur in the Project area. 
No records despite adequate survey effort. 

1The final likelihood of the occurrence of conservation significant flora and fauna within the Project area was modified based 
on local knowledge and information obtained during the field survey(s).  
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5 Desktop Assessment Outcomes 

Results of the PMST and BDBSA databases searches as well as field survey ground truthing outcomes for matters 

of State and National conservation significance highlighted by the database searches are detailed below.  

5.1 Matters of National Environmental Significance  

The EPBC Act PMST report summary (Table 3) (DCCEEW 2024) highlights MNES potentially occurring or having 

suitable habitat potentially occurring within the CWF Study area. Marine only species were not assessed as part 

of this desktop  assessment due to a lack of connectivity to marine environments within the scope of the  CWF 

Project area. Individual matters relevant to the site are detailed below.  

Table 3. EPBC Act PMST report results summary. 

Study area  
Matters of National Environmental 
Significance  

Identified 
in Study 

area 

 

World Heritage Properties 0 

National Heritage Places 0 

Wetlands of International Importance (RAMSAR) 0 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 0 

Commonwealth Marine Area 0 
Listed Threatened Ecological Communities 1 

Listed Threatened Species 26 

Listed Migratory Species 11 

Other Matters Protected by the EPBC  

Commonwealth Lands 0 

Commonwealth Heritage Places 0 

Listed Marine Species 18 

Whales and Other Cetaceans 0 

Critical Habitats 0 

Commonwealth Reserves Terrestrial 0 

Australian Marine Parks 0 

Habitat Critical to the Survival of Marine Turtles 0 
Extra Information  

State and Territory Reserves 6 

Regional Forest Agreements 0 

Nationally Important Wetlands  0 

EPBC Act Referrals 6 

Key Ecological Features 0 
Biologically Important Areas 0 

Bioregional Assessments 0 

Geological and Bioregional Assessments 0 
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5.1.1 State and Territory  Reserves 

Six State and Territory reserves were highlighted by the PMST report . None of the reserves were located within 

the Project area. The Rudall Conservation Park (CP) covers approximately 360 ha and occurs just outside the 

southwestern boundary of the  CWF Project area. One Heritage Agreement is located within the project footprint 

(HA1152) and a further two are located within the  wider Study area. See Figure 6 below for locations of reserves 

within and surrounding the CWF Study area.  

5.1.2 National Heritage Places 

No National Heritage Places were identified within the Study area by the PMST. 

5.1.3 Wetlands of National Importance 

No wetlands of national importance were identified by the PMST as being within the Study area. 
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Figure 6. Protected areas within and external to the CWF Project area. 
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Figure 7. Potential locations of EPBC listed TEC Eucalyptus petiolaris (Eyre Peninsula Blue-gum) Woodland 
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5.2.2 State Provisional List of Threatened Ecosystems  

The state provisional list of threatened ecosystems (DEH in progress), lists two communities which are both 

loosely associated with the TEC. These were: 

E. peninsularis, E. dumosa complex Mallee on loams or clay-loams on flats. Very limited range with only small 

areas remaining in reserves. Reduced in extent and modified by clearance and grazing. IBRA Regions: EYB, Trend: 

declining 

Eucalyptus petiolaris Grassy Woodland on heavy, fertile soils on plains. Few examples and highly modified by 

clearance, grazing, salinisation and degradation by weed invasion. Trend: declining.  

Given the TEC was observed in agricultural zones in vastly degraded states the state provisional listings provide 

additional conservation targets to be broader and focused on avoidance and protection of these fringe or 

transitional communities. Any EPBGW communities not reaching condition criteria fulfilling the EPBC listing 

should be considered conservation significant under the state listing as this has no minimum criteria.  

5.3 Significant Flora 

5.3.1 Nationally Threatened Flora 

Eleven flora species listed as threatened under the EPBC Act were identified in the PMST report as potentially 

occurring or having suitable habitat within the Study area (DCCEEW 2024). Of these, one had historical records 

within the Study area (See Table 4 &  Figure 8): 

Acacia praemorsa  (Senna Wattle) EPBC: VU, SA: E 

This species was considered unlikely to occur outside of intact vegetation stratums which will be avoided as part 

of the overall project.  Senna Wattle was not recorded within flora surveys targeted for the presence of 

threatened species within or surrounding the CWF footprint. Senna Wattle is found on the lower slopes of small 

gullies in low, rocky ranges (Lang et al., 1990 and reference herewith in DWEHA 2009), on north-facing slopes 

in thick, low scrub (State Herbarium of South Australia, 2005) and in shady, sheltered sites in open mallee 

woodlands at the base of steep gullies (Lang et al., 1990). Senna Wattle was not recorded in areas associated 

with the footprint during targeted surveys and is considered sufficiently conspicuous to be readily identified if 

present. 
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5.3.2 State Threatened Flora 

Twenty flora species of state conservation significance had historical records within the Study area from the 

BDBSA (Table 4 &  Figure 8). Of these, seven were recorded within the Project area. Four species were likely or 

known to occur within the Project area, These were: 

Daviesia pectinata  (Zig -zag Bitter -pea) NPW: R 

Usually associated with Mallee habitats and most commonly with areas of Eucalyptus odorata (Peppermint Box) 

on Eyre Peninsula which were present within the Project area. Peppermint Box communities in the Project area 

were often fragmented and intergrades in poor condition within road reserves and not consistent with the 

typical habitat for Daviesia pectinata. Despite this some poor condition individuals were recorded within the 

project area during the targeted survey but not interacting with the footprint. See section 6.4 for further detail 

and locations.  

Eucalyptus cretata  (Darke Peak Mallee)  NPW: R 

Eucalyptus cretata has a scattered distribution on the central Eyre Peninsula and is particularly common in the 

Darke Peake and Carappee Hill areas. A spreading mallee or rarely a small tree which grows on plains in 

calcareous loams or clays, or on the sides of granite hills. This species is widespread within the Project area and 

is too commonly occurring to map due to extent and numbers of individuals. Considered conservation 

significant due to lack of extent and endemism in response to level of clearance in area. See 6.4 for further detail.  

Philotheca angustifolia  ssp. angustifolia  (Narrow -leaf Wax -flower)  NPW: R 

Philotheca angustifolia ssp. angustifolia has two records from a heritage agreement area within the Project area 

(Figure 8) and with a widespread distribution and  habitat described as open woodland and mallee. Subspecies 

angustifolia occurs in central Victoria and in south-eastern South Australia. Subspecies montana only occurs in 

mountainous areas in western Victoria. Most likely to occur in intact patches and is commonly described as 

undershrub in woodland communities . Potentially occurs in intact Mallee and woodland patches within the 

Project area. This species was targeted as art of the spring surveys and while other Prostanthera species were 

recorded, none of this species were located during the spring survey.  
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Table 4. Threatened flora species listed under the EPBC Act and NPW Act identified in the PMST (Source 1), BDBSA (Source 2) database searches or observed during the field surveys (Source3). 
Likelihood of occurrence refers to occurrence within the Project area. 

Scientific Name  Common Name  
EPBC 
Act  

NP&W 
Act  

Data 
Source 

Date of last 
record  

Species known habitat preferences  
Likelihood of 
occurrence  

Acacia enterocarpa Jumping-jack Wattle EN E 1 None 
Mallee And grassy woodland with heavy clay soils with good 
rainfall. Highly unlikely in this area. 

Unlikely 

Acacia praemorsa Senna Wattle VU E 1,2 23/06/2018 
Mallee woodlands, open scrubs and open heath scrubs and in 
shady, sheltered sites in open mallee woodlands at the base 
of steep gullies. Not recorded during field survey.  

Likely 

Acacia rhetinocarpa Neat Wattle  VU V 1 None 
Intact mallee on friable loams and often associated with areas 
where areas have been heavily cleared for cropping. Very 
unlikely this far north and no local records 

Unlikely 

Austrostipa tenuifolia Spear Grass - R 2 01/12/1954 
Sandy soils in grassland or grassy woodland associated with 
Callitris or Allocasuarina. Not recorded during field survey. 
Last record 1954. 

Unlikely  

Caladenia brumalis Winter Spider-orchid VU V 1 None 
Grows among grass and shrubs in light woodland or 
sedgeland usually over limestone and within a few kilometres 
of the sea. 

Unlikely 

Caladenia tensa Green-comb Spider-orchid EN - 1 None 
Intact woodlands and fragments where disturbance occurs 
but stratums still present. 

Unlikely 

Caladenia zephyra West Wind Spider-orchid - V 2 01/09/2016 Grows in mixed Callitris - Allocasuarina woodland Unlikely 

Ceratogyne obionoides Wingwort  - R 2 05/11/1998 Records within Project area. Unlikely 

Daviesia benthamii ssp. humilis  Mallee Bitter-pea - R 2 05/11/1998 Grows in mallee. Unlikely 

Daviesia devito Mallee Bitter-pea - R 2 30/10/1986 
Grows in mallee, sometimes woodland or heathland and is 
found in scattered populations from the Eyre Peninsula in 
South Australia. 

Unlikely 

Daviesia pectinata Zig-zag Bitter-pea - R 2 28/11/2012 
Dryland Mallee and woodland. Not recorded within footprint 
but as isolated individuals in the general area.  

Likely 

Eremophila gibbifolia Coccid Emubush - R 2 02/09/2016 Sandy loams usually under mallee Unlikely 

Eucalyptus cretata  Darke Peak Mallee -  R 2,3 24/10/1977 Grow in mallee communities on the central Eyre Peninsula. Known 

Goodenia benthamiana Bentham's Goodenia - R 2 16/10/1986 Forest, woodland and mallee scrubland. Unlikely 

Limosella granitica Granite Mudwort  VU V 1 None Wet areas around granitic soils and depressions Unlikely 

Lobelia cleistogamoides - - R 2 12/11/1998 Favours a coarse sand or gravelly loam often over granite. Unlikely 
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Figure 8. Historical BDBSA threatened flora records within CWF Study area (See Figure 9 for f lora legend). 
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Table 5. Threatened fauna and migratory species listed under the EPBC Act and NPW Act identified in the PMST (Source 1) and BDBSA (Source 2) database searches or observed during the field 
survey (Source 3). Likelihood of habitat use refers to habitat use within the Project area. 

Scientific Name  Common Name  
EPBC 
Act  

NP&W 
Act  

Data 
Source 

Date of 
last record  

Species known habitat preferences  
Likelihood 
of habitat 

use 

Aves 

Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper Mi R 1,2 16/10/2002 
Migratory shorebird. Does not breed in Australia. Wide range of 
both coastal wetlands and some inland wetlands (Birdlife 
International 2024). 

Unlikely 

Amytornis textilis myall 
Western Grasswren (Gawler 
Ranges) 

VU V 1 None 

Inhabit low Blackbush (Maireana pyramidata) and/or Australian 
boxthorn (Lycium australe) shrublands as well as Western Myall 
(Acacia papyrocarpa) low woodland (DoE, 2014). Preferred 
habitats occur on drainage lines, low rocky hills, and semi-arid 
woodlands.  

Unlikely 

Aphelocephala leucopsis Southern Whiteface VU - 1 None 

Occurs across most of mainland Australia south of the tropics in 
a wide range of open woodlands and shrublands where there is 
an understorey of grasses or shrubs, or both. Prefers habitat 
with low tree densities and herbaceous understory litter cover 
which provides essential foraging habitat (DCCEEW 2023a). No 
previous records occur within the Study area.  

Unlikely 

Apus pacificus Fork-tailed Swift Mi - 1 None 
Aerial migratory species. Rarely recorded on the ground (ALA, 
2024). No previous records within the Study area.  

Unlikely 

Botaurus poiciloptilus Australasian Bittern EN E 1 None 
Inhabit shallow, vegetated freshwater or brackish swamps and 
on occasion can feed away from waterbodies such as in 
grassland or crop stubble (Birdlife International 2024). 

Unlikely 

Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed Sandpiper VU, Mi - 1 None 
Migratory shorebird. Does not breed in Australia. Inhabits 
Intertidal mudflats, freshwater swamps, and saltwater lakes (ALA, 
2024). No previous records within the Study area.  

Unlikely 

Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper CR, Mi E 1 None 

Migratory shorebird. Does not breed in Australia. Prefers coastal 
or inland mudflats but will also visit artificial dams and inland 
water habitats, freshwater and brackish wetlands (BirdLife 
International, 2024).  

Unlikely 

Calidris melanotos Pectoral Sandpiper Mi R 1 None 
Migratory shorebird. Inhabits freshwater or  brackish wetlands, 
grassy or lightly vegetated coastal and inland swamps (BirdLife 
International, 2024).  

Unlikely 
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Scientific Name  Common Name  
EPBC 
Act  

NP&W 
Act  

Data 
Source 

Date of 
last record  

Species known habitat preferences  
Likelihood 
of habitat 

use 

Charadrius veredus Oriental Plover Mi - 1 None 

Migratory shorebird. Inhabits both coastal habitats (estuarine 
mudflats and sandbanks, sandy or rocky ocean beaches or 
nearby reefs, near-coastal grasslands) and flat, open, semi-arid 
or arid grasslands (DCCEEW, 2024).  

Unlikely 

Cinclosoma castanotum Chestnut Quailthrush  - R 2 01/08/2020 
Inhabits mallee shrubland as well as other types of dry 
woodlands and scrublands over much of the southern inland 

Unlikely 

Falco hypoleucos Grey Falcon VU R 1 None 
Inhabits shrubland, grassland and wooded watercourses in 
arid/semi-arid regions of inland areas. Widespread, but sparse 
distribution across Australia (BirdLife International, 2024).  

Unlikely 

Gallinago hardwickii Latham's Snipe Mi R 1 None 

Migratory wetland species. Inhabits tussock grass and low dense 
sedges surrounding freshwater, permanent and ephemeral 
wetlands (BirdLife International, 2024). Can also occur in habitats 
with saline or brackish water.  

Unlikely 

Grantiella picta Painted Honeyeater VU R 1 None 
Inhabits dry, open forests and woodlands. Associated with 
mistletoe (DCCEEW, 2023c). Project area occurs outside of 
species known range.  

Unlikely 

Hylacola cauta cauta 
Shy Heathwren (EP, YP, FR, MM, 
upper SE) 

- R 2 20/11/2004 
Dense shrub or heath understorey in mallee woodland or 
shrubland (BirdLife International, 2024). 

Possible 

Leipoa ocellata Malleefowl VU V 1,2 1/1/1973  

Ground-dwelling species which makes large conspicuous 
nesting mounds. Inhabits semi-arid to arid shrublands and low 
woodlands. Sandy soils and abundance leaf litter are required 
for breeding (DCCEEW, 2024c).  

Unlikely 

Lichenostomus cratitius 
occidentalis 

Purple-gaped Honeyeater 
(mainland SA) 

- R 2 28/11/2002 Mallee woodland and heathland (BirdLife Australia, 2024) Likely 

Motacilla cinerea Grey Wagtail Mi - 1 None 
Uncommon terrestrial migratory species. Prefers fast-flowing 
streams and rivers often in forested areas, in addition to lowland 
watercourses (BirdLife International, 2024).  

Unlikely 

Motacilla flava Yellow Wagtail Mi - 1 None 

Uncommon terrestrial migratory species. Has undergone 
taxonomic revision, this race is now M. tschutschensis. Inhabits a 
variety of damp or wet habitats including marshes and bogs 
(BirdLife International, 2024). Forages in damp grassland or on 
bare ground at the edge of rivers, lakes and other wetlands.  

Unlikely 



 

Cleve Wind Farm Ecological Assessment                                                                                                               32 

Scientific Name  Common Name  
EPBC 
Act  

NP&W 
Act  

Data 
Source 

Date of 
last record  

Species known habitat preferences  
Likelihood 
of habitat 

use 

Neophema chrysostoma Blue-winged Parrot VU V 1 None 

Inhabits a range of habitats from coastal, sub-coastal and inland 
areas, through to semi-arid zones. Favours grasslands and 
grassy woodlands and are often found near wetlands both near 
the coast and in semi-arid zones. Also occurs in altered 
environments such as airfields, golf-courses and paddocks. Will 
forage on saltmarsh.  

Unlikely 

Pachycephala inornata Gilbert's Whistler - R 2 28/09/1995 
Semi-arid woodland and shrublands (BirdLife International, 
2024). 

Possible 

Pandion haliaetus Osprey Mi E 1 None 
Areas around shallow waters, sufficiently tolerant of human 
settlement to persist in suburban and sometimes urban 
environments (BirdLife International, 2024). 

Unlikely 

Pedionomus torquatus Plains-wanderer CR E 1 None 
Small, ground-dwelling bird. Inhabits semi-arid, native 
grasslands with a diversity of plant species, which usually occur 
on red-brown soils. 

Unlikely 

Rostratula australis Australian Painted Snipe EN E 1 None 
Wetland species. Inhabits freshwater wetlands with dense reeds 
and rushes/ well vegetated margins. 

Unlikely 

Stagonopleura guttata Diamond Firetail VU V 1,2,3 27/11/2012 

Eucalypt, acacia or casuarina woodlands, open forests and other 
lightly timbered habitats, including farmland and grassland. 
Prefer areas with relatively low tree density, little litter cover but 
high grass cover (DCCEEW, 2023d). 

Likely 

Sternula nereis nereis Australian Fairy Tern VU E 1 None 
Inhabits coasts and estuaries, and breeds on sandy beaches and 
banks above the high tide line and below vegetation.  

Unlikely 

Mammals  

Sminthopsis psammophila Sandhill Dunnart EN V 1 None 
Occurs in sandy substrates in arid and semi-arid regions 
dominated by spinifex hummock grass (Triodia species) and 
sand dunes. 

Unlikely 

Source: 1: EPBC Act; CR = Critically Endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, Mi = Migratory. 2: NP&W Act; E = Endangered, V = Vulnerable, R = Rare.
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Figure 10. Historical BDBSA threatened fauna records within CWF Study area 














































































































































































